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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jaeger 
(US 2002/0109737). 

Regarding claim 21, Jaeger teaches a method for programming a graphic control 
device (fader in Fig. 23) ([0135]), said method comprising displaying said graphic 
control device that is controllable by a user to change a setting of said graphic control 
device (faders displayed in Fig. 23) ([0135]); displaying characters in response to user 
input ("change to 40 bit resolution" in [0135]); graphically associating said characters to 
said graphic control device in response to user input (two faders are encircled by an 
arrow that is drawn to the text command "change to 40 bit resolution"); and 
programming a property of said graphic control device using said characters (properties 
of encircled faders are modified, [0135]) . 

Regarding claim 22, Jaeger teaches that said graphically associating includes 
assigning a relationship between said characters and said graphic control device in 
response a graphic directional indicator drawn from said characters to said graphic 
control device (see arrow drawn from two encircled faders to the text in Fig. 23). 
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Regarding claim 23, Jaeger teaches that said graphic directional indicator 
includes an arrow (see arrow drawn from two encircled faders to the text in Fig. 23). 

Regarding claim 24, Jaeger teaches that said graphically associating includes 
grouping said characters and said graphic control device together in response said 
user input (grouping encircled faders and text by user's drawn arrow in Fig. 23). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Jaeger (US 2002/0109737) and Hoashi (EP 1089161) 

Regarding claims 1 and 11, Jaeger teaches a method for programming a graphic 
control device (for example, a fader or a volume controller) ([01 50]), said method 
comprising displaying said graphic control device that is controllable by a user to 
change a setting of said graphic control device (see the fader in Fig. 26); displaying 
characters in response to user input ("volume" is typed or written to a location proximate 
to the fader; see lines 3-8 of [0150]; "0.0" " is typed or written to a location proximate to 
the fader; see lines 8-20 of [0150], also see Fig. 27) and programming a property of said 
graphic control device using characters ("volume" is imparted as a function of the fader) 
(see [0150]). Jaeger teaches defining regions location proximate of said graphic control 
device (for example, characters are displayed in locations proximate to the fader) but 
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does not teach said programming taken place when said characters are moved to 
intersect a region defined by said graphic control device. However, such feature is 
known in the art as taught by Hoashi. Hoashi teaches steps for changing attributes of 
object 51 by dragging and dropping icon 58 (containing attributes) onto object 51 (see 
Fig. 6, Fig. 9, [0058]. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art 
having the teaching of Jaeger and Hoashi in front of him at the time the invention was 
made to use drag and drop technique taught by Hoashi in Jaeger's programming 
properties with the motivation being to efficiency and accurately program property of 
said graphic control device. For example, when the proximate location of the graphic 
control device is too small for user to write characters, the user can write characters in a 
larger location on the display, drag the characters, and drop the characters on the 
graphic control device to program the graphic control device with said characters. 

Regarding claims 2 and 12, Jaeger teaches said characters includes textual 
characters ("volume"), and wherein said programming includes programming a function 
of said graphic control device, said function being associated with said textual 
characters ("volume" is imparted as a function of the fader)(see [0150]). 

Regarding claims 3 and 13, Jaeger teaches labeling said graphic control device 
with said textual characters ("volume" is imparted as a function of the fader)(see [0150]). 

Regarding claims 4 and 14, Jaeger teaches said characters includes numeric 
characters ("0.0" in lines 8-1 1 of [0150]), and wherein said programming of said property 
includes programming a numeric setting of said graphic control device, said numeric 
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setting being defined by said numeric characters (displayed "0.0" determines the 
resolution and range of the fader; see lines 8-20 of [0150]). 

Regarding claims 5 and 15, Jaeger teaches programming a resolution of said 
graphic control device, said resolution being defined by said numeric characters (see 
Fig. 23). 

Regarding claims 6 and 16, Jaeger teaches programming a range of said graphic 
control device, said range being at least partially defined by said numeric characters 
(displayed "0.0" determines the resolution and range of the fader; see lines 8-20 of 
[0150]). 

Regarding claims 7 and 17, Jaeger teaches said characters includes textual and 
numeric characters ("change to 40 bit resolution", see [0135]), and wherein said 
programming comprises programming a function of said graphic control device, said 
function being associated with said textual characters; and programming a numeric 
setting of said graphic control device, said numeric setting being defined by said 
numeric characters (see [0135] and Fig. 23). 

Regarding claims 8 and 18, Jaeger teaches programming a resolution of said 
graphic control device, said resolution being defined by said numeric characters 
("change to 40 bit resolution", see [0135]). 

Regarding claims 9 and 19, Jaeger teaches programming a range of said graphic 
control device, said range being at least partially defined by said numeric characters(for 
example, displayed "0.0" determines the resolution and range of the fader; see lines 8- 
20 of [0150]). 
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Regarding claims 10 and 20, Jaeger does not teach recognizing a hand drawn 
object as said graphic control device. However, since Jaeger teaches a drawn arrow 
can be used to modify property of a previously drawn arrow (i.e. recognizing a hand 
drawn arrow and programming properties of recognized arrow using another hand 
drawn arrow)(see [0033], Fig. 24, [0144]-[0145], it would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill in the art having the teaching of Jaeger at the time the invention was made 
to include recognizing a hand drawn object as said graphic control device with the 
motivation being to enable users to easily and quickly gain access to the graphic control 
device anywhere and at anytime on a display without having to search for the graphic 
control device or having to call the graphic control device up from a menu (Jaeger, 
[0116]). 

5. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R. 1.111(c) to 
consider these references fully when responding to this action. The documents cited 
therein teach about using written characters to change properties of object which relates 
to the claimed invention. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kieu D. Vu. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 3:00PM at 571-272-4057. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca, can be reached at 571-272-4048. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned are as follows: 
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571-273-8300 
and / or: 

571-273-4057 (use this FAX #, only after approval by Examiner, for "INFORMAL" 
or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal paper / amendment 
be faxed directly to them on occasions). 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Kieu D. Vu 

AU2173 a / 




